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REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE  
REPORTING ON OPEN-ENROLLMENT CHARTER SCHOOLS 
 

86TH LEGISLATIVE’S SESSION GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT FOR THE 2020-
2021 BIENNIUM (RIDER 58, PG III-21)   

https://www.lbb.texas.gov/Documents/GAA/General_Appropriations_Act_2020_2021.pdf
https://www.lbb.texas.gov/Documents/GAA/General_Appropriations_Act_2020_2021.pdf
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Introduction 
In 2019, the 86th Legislature included a provision in the General Appropriations Act that required the Texas 
Education Agency (TEA) to gather information about the fees collected by charter schools and the number of 
students classified as “leavers.” The information in this report presents data on both fees and leavers during the 
2020-2021 school year. The Texas Legislature mandated this collection for the first time during the 84th 
Legislative Session’s General Appropriations Act for the 2016-2017 Biennium (Rider 71, Page III-20). The 85th 
Legislative Session’s General Appropriations Act for the 2018-2019 Biennium (Rider 59, Page III-20) included 
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Subchapter B Subchapter C Subchapter D Subchapter E Subchapter G Human Resources 
Code 

Home Rule School 
District Charter 

Campus Program 
Charter 

Open-Enrollment 
Charter School 

Institutes of 
Higher Education 
Charter School 

Adult Education 
Charter School 

Authorized under 
Human Resources 

Code 221 

0 Operators 26 Operators 174 Operators 6 Operators 1 Operator 1 Operator 

0 Campuses 121 Campuses 794 Campuses 30 Campuses 5 Campuses 1 Campus 

 
This report focuses on the state-authorized portfolio of open-enrollment charter schools authorized under 
Subchapter D, E, G and Human Resources Code. 
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Student Fees 
About Student Fees 

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.11.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.12.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.11.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.11.htm
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Fees Data Summary 

FEE CATEGORY DESCRIPTION OF FEE CATEGORY AMOUNT 
CHARGED 

CLUB & EXTRA- CURRICULARS Includes membership dues for voluntary student organizations and 
admission fees for attending extracurricular activities $1,107,088 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR MATERIALS Includes items for student organizations or clubs and items such as 
yearbooks or class rings $636,316 

PROGRAM MATERIALS Includes fees for items such as art or lab supplies and 
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Fees Data by Charter School 
 

CHARTER DISTRICT CDN CLUBS 
EXTRA-

CURRICULAR 
MATERIALS 

PROGRAM 
MATERIALS 

EXTRA-
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BETTY M. CONDRA SCHOOL FOR EDUCATION 
INNOVATION 152806 0 0 $0 0 0 0 $0 $0 

BEXAR COUNTY ACADEMY 015809 0 0 $0 0 0 0 $0 $0 

BIG SPRINGS CHARTER SCHOOL 193801 0 0 $0 0 0 0 $0 $0 

BLOOM ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL 101875 0 0 $0 

 

0
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LUMIN EDUCATION 057805 0 $1,612 $0 0 0 0 $250 $1,862 
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TEXAS PREPARATORY SCHOOL 105802 0 0 $0 0 0 0 $0 $0 

TEXAS SCHOOL OF THE ARTS 220814 

$0
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Leaver Data 

Overview 
Texas Education Data Standards defines a leaver as someone who was a prior year student but not a 
current year student. TEA collects information when a student transitions from one educational 
environment to another, or when the student leaves the educational setting altogether. This ensures 
proper allocation of resources and provides information regarding a student’s exit from the public school 
system. 
Leaver data is collected for students in grades 6 to 12, through the Texas Student Data System (TSDS) 
Public Education Information Management System (PEIMS), and validated in the fall per the annual Leaver 
Data Records Data Validation Manual. Four main leaver categories are used:  

1. Graduated: These codes denote students who left a school due to their education ending and the 
student receiving a high school diploma or a Certificate of High School Equivalency, such as a 
general education diploma. 

2. Moved to Another Educational Setting: The student moved from one school to receive education 
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Leavers by Category 
Below is a table that outlines all charter school leavers in grades 6 through 12 disaggregated by leaver 
code. More information regarding leaver codes may be found in the attached appendix. 
 

LEAVER REASON COUNT % OF GRADE 6-12 
ENROLLMENT 

GRADUATED 16,137 9.20% 
01 GRADUATED 16,127 9.20% 
85 GRADUATED OUT OF TEXAS 10 0.01% 

 
    

OTHER REASONS 7,998 4.56% 
16 RETURN TO HOME COUNTRY 521 0.30% 
03 DIED 230 0.13% 
24 COLLEGE PURSUE DEGREE 61 0.03% 
86 HIGHSCHOOL EQUIVENT CERTIFICATION OUT OF TX 10 0.01% 
98 OTHER 7,176 4.09% 

 
    

MOVED TO OTHER EDUCATIONAL SETTING 5,611 3.20% 
60 HOMESCHOOLED 
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Appendix 

Data Variances in Fee Survey 
As discussed earlier, despite all efforts to create a rigorous survey and collect the most accurate data 
possible, there are always potential discrepancies, especially when looking at data from year to year. 
Some inconsistencies in the data may be related to responder differences from year to year. Although the 
methodology and questions were like those previously used, the schools may have assigned different 
individuals to respond to each survey from year to year, leading to varying interpretations of their fee 
structures and which categories in which they fall. 
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82 Enroll In School Outside 
Texas 

Student withdrew from/left school to enroll in a public or private school 
outside Texas 

83 Ineligible to Enroll 

Student was attending and was withdrawn from school by the district when 
the district discovered that the student was not entitled to enrollment in 
the district because a) the student was not a resident of the district, b) was 


