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Chapter 89. Adaptations for Special Populations 

Subchapter FF. Commissioner's Rules Concerning Transition Assistance for Highly 
Mobile Students Who Are Homeless or in Substitute Care 

§89.1601. Definitions. 

The following words and terms, when used in this subchapter, have the following meaning, unless the 
context clearly indicates otherwise. 

(1) Caseworker--A person who works on behalf of a student in the Texas Department of Family and 
Protective Services (DFPS) Managing Conservatorship to make decisions regarding the student's 
case. 

(2) Educational and course programs--Programs intended to provide instruction to students in 
conjunction with or outside of the required curriculum, which may include, but are not limited to, 
gifted and talented services, bilingual or special language services for emergent bilingual students, 
career and technical education, and early college high school. 

to collaboratively ease transitions; identify the student's academic strengths and extracurricular 
interests; introduce school processes and opportunities for engagement; and identify any 
inte
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(11) Welcome packet--A compilation of school district or open-enrollment charter school and 
community resources provided to new students within the first two weeks of enrollment at a new 
school that helps to familiarize the student with the school. 

Statutory Authority: The provisions of this §89.1601 issued under the Texas Education Code, §25.002(a-1) and 
§25.007(c). 

Source: The provisions of this §89.1601 adopted to be effective March 30, 2020, 45 TexReg 2159; amended to be 
effective January 1, 2023, 47 TexReg 8659. 

§89.1603. Transfer of Student Records and Transcripts. 

(a) School districts and open-enrollment charter schools shall ensure that school records for students who are 
identified as homeless or in substitute care are transferred to the student's new school after receiving a 
request for records. 

(b) Student records must be requested, sent, and received using the Texas Records Exchange (TREx) system. 
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(b) School districts and open-enrollment charter schools shall convene an enrollment conference within the 
first two weeks, or as soon as feasible, after a student who is homeless or in substitute care enrolls at a new 
school. 

(1) The convening of the enrollment conference shall not delay or impede the enrollment of the 
student. 

(2) The student's attendance in the conference should be addressed on a case-by-case basis. The 
enrollment conference may be used in conjunction with an existing meeting that is designed for 
similar purposes for newly enrolled students. 

(3) The enrollment conference shall address the student's credit recovery, credit completion, 
attendance plans and trauma-informed interventions, interests and strengths, discipline or behavior 
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coursework completed prior to the student enrolling in or transferring to the district or charter school in 
accordance with §74.26 of this title (relating to Award of Credit). 

(b) School districts and open-enrollment charter schools must ensure that student records or transcripts 
provided by the previous district or charter school are evaluated promptly and are complete, accurate, and 
up to date. 

(c) The receiving school district or open-enrollment charter school must develop, maintain, and regularly 
update local records and documentation, including transcripts if applicable, for a student who is homeless 
or in substitute care. 

(d) School districts and open-enrollment charter schools must ensure that the records or transcripts of a student 
who is homeless or in substitute care and transferring from out of-state, out of country, or a Texas 
nonpublic school are evaluated and the award of credit is determined in a timely manner, as required by 
§74.26(a)(2) of this title. 

(e) School districts and open-enrollment charter schools must award credit proportionately to a student who is 
homeless or in substitute care who successfull
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§89.1609. Placement in Educational Programs and Courses. 

(a) School districts and open-enrollment charter schools must establish procedures to receive, review, and 
assess student records for the initial course and educational program placement for a student who is 
homeless or in substitute care upon enrollment at a new school. 

(b) School districts and open-enrollment charter schools must ensure that a student who is homeless or in 
substitute care has the opportunity to pursue the same endorsement categories, to the extent possible. If 
only one endorsement is offered, it must be multidisciplinary studies. 

(c) To the extent possible, school districts and open-enrollment charter schools shall ensure the continuation of 
a student's course and educational programs, if appropriate, from the previous district or charter school by 
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(3) School districts and open-enrollment charter schools must connect students to college readiness 
initiatives, campus visits, and other postsecondary preparation opportunities provided by the 
school district or open-enrollment charter school. 

(4) School counselors must provide information about postsecondary education to the student and the 
student's parent or guardian during the first school year a student is enrolled in high school and 
each subsequent year throughout high school. 

(b) The provisions of this subsection apply only for students who are homeless. 

(1) McKinney-Vento liaisons must inform unaccompanied homeless youths of their status as 
independent students for the purpose of applying for financial aid for higher education and provide 
verification of such status for the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FASFA), pursuant to 
42 United States Code, §11432(g)(6)(A)(x)(III). 

(2) School counselors must assist and advise students experiencing homelessness with college 
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§89.1617. Notice to Student's Educational Decision-Maker and Caseworker. 

School districts and open-enrollment charter schools must comply with Texas Education Code, 
§25.007(b)(10), and provide notice in writing to the educational decision-maker and caseworker of a 
student who is in substitute care regarding events that may significantly impact the education of the student. 

Statutory Authority: The provisions of this §89.1617 issued under the Texas Education Code, §25.002(a-1) and 
§25.007(c). 

Source: The provisions of this §89.1617 adopted to be effective March 30, 2020, 45 TexReg 2159; amended to be 
effective January 1, 2023, 47 TexReg 8659. 

 


