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Commonly Used Key Terms, DeϚnitions and 
Acronyms for Educators Supporting Military-
Connected Students and Families

This resource provides commonly used military key terms, deϚnitions, and acronyms to assist education 
professionals in supporting military-connected students and families and military stakeholders. Having 
a shared understanding and common language helps to facilitate seamless transitions, enhance student 
engagement, and build strong, supportive school communities, and eϙective Purple Star Campuses.

Our goal is to empower schools with the knowledge and tools necessary to oϙer exceptional support, 
fostering an educational environment that eϙectively assists military families.

Additional School Support Resources for Military Families can be found on the TEA website.

Glossary of Common Terms Used in Purple Star Rise

Below, you will Ϛnd a list of key terms, definitions, and acronyms used throughout the Purple Star  
Rise modules.

Campus-based military liaison (CBML): A designated school staϙ member responsible for identifying 
and supporting military-connected students, coordinating professional development to staϙ on military 
culture, and maintaining a campus webpage for military families.

Campus Transition Program (CTP): An organized group that hosts newcomer social events throughout 
the school year to support military-connected students and families by providing an opportunity to learn 
about the campus culture, processes, and community. The CTP is led by the campus-based military 
liaison, a campus counselor, teacher, administrator, or other staϙ member who actively supports highly 
mobile military-connected students.

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA): A federal law passed in 2015 that includes provisions to support 
military-connected students in public schools. 

Installation and/or military installation: A base, camp, post, station, yard, center, or other activity 
under the jurisdiction operational control of the Secretary of Defense.

Military-connected students (MCS): Students who have a parent or guardian who is an active-duty 
member of the military, a veteran, or a member of the National Guard or Reserves.

Military Interstate Children’s Compact Commission (MIC3): An interstate compact among states to 
address educational challenges faced by military-connected students, including eligibility, enrollment, 
placement, and graduation. 



https://tea.texas.goEd
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Commonly Used Terms, DeϚnitions and Acronyms for Educators (contɄd)

Professional Development Resources

Military Child Education Coalition® (MCEC®����3URIHVVLRQDO�'HYHORSPHQW�2SSRUWXQLWLHV
MCEC oϙers learning opportunities for professionals, including topics that enhance the understanding of 
the transition challenges for military and veteran-connected students and provides recommendations for 
support. 

Find Installation School Liaisons  
School liaisons can provide training and support to local education agencies (LEAs) impacted by  
military installations. 

0LOLWDU\�6WXGHQW�,GHQWLHU�)$4
The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires 
that Texas identify students with a parent who 
is an active-duty member of the U.S. Armed 
Forces, National Guard, or Reserves. This 
Military Student IdentiϚer allows educators and 
leaders to understand how military-connected 
children are performing in school. 

PEIMS Code Table C197
The Texas Student Data System (TSDS) Web-
Enabled Data Standards (TWEDS) provides a 
breakdown of the military-connected student 
indicator codes and their descriptions.

0LOLWDU\�&RQQHFWHG�6WXGHQW�,GHQWLHU�5HVRXUFH

This one-page resource provides guidance for schools on collecting military-connected student 
information for PEIMS.

PEIMS Code Table C197

The Texas Student Data System (TSDS) Web-Enabled Data Standards (TWEDS) provides a breakdown of 
the military-connected student indicator codes and their descriptions. 

Student Program and Special Population Reports
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Commonly Used Terms, DeϚnitions and Acronyms for Educators (contɄd)

Useful Military Terms and Acronyms for Educators

'(3/2<0(17

n/a
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Commonly Used Terms, DeϚnitions and Acronyms for Educators (contɄd)

Acronym/Term Full Name  
(if applicable) Description

6/�6/2
School Liaison/School 
Liaison OϜcer

The School Liaison Program oϙers many services and 
resources to support students, parents, installation 
leadership, schools, and the surrounding community.

6321625 n/a
The active-duty military service member is the sponsor 
of a spouse and a parent, and/or guardian of dependent 
children.

7'< Temporary Duty
Military members are temporarily assigned to a diϙerent 
duty station, which may or may not involve travel.

81$&&203$1,('�
5(027(�7285

n/a
Permanent assignment of military personnel to a duty 


