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Navigating Life for Students Who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing 
 
PEIMS Code: N1290330 
Abbreviation: NAVLOSS 
Grade Level(s): 9-12 
Award of Credit: 1.0 

Approved Innovative Course 

• Districts must have local board approval to implement innovative courses. 

• In accordance with Texas Administrative Code (TAC) §74.27, school districts 

The purpose of this course is to provide the necessary information, resources, and opportunities that 
will empower students who are deaf or hard of hearing to effectively apply information and skills 
learned in educational, home, and community settings in order to facilitate achievement in secondary 
and postsecondary environments. Areas to be addressed include audiology, hearing health, assistive 
technology, available support services and accommodations, communication, self-determination and 
advocacy, and Deaf culture. Hearing students who are interested in working in fields related to deafness, 

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter074/ch074b.html#74.13
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(7) Advocacy and the Interpreter. The student develops and demonstrates skills to advocate 
for and optimize the use of an interpreter. The student is expected to: 

(A) identify modes of instruction such as the teacher or speaker, information 
written on the board, classroom discussion, or visuals, and explain how the 
position of the interpreter affects the ability to fully attend to all modes;  

(B) identify appropriate methods of requesting clarification or repetition from the 
interpreter; 

(C) explain to others the purpose, role, and responsibilities of an interpreter; 

(D) determine when interpreting services are appropriate, such as interviewing for a 
job, or may not be necessary, such as shopping at the grocery store; 

(E) research policies and protocols to request an interpreter for extracurricular 
activities; and 

(F) describe potential implications if appropriate interpreting services are not 
provided. 

(8) Assistive Technology. The student employs assistive technology necessary for academic 
and personal success. The student is expected to: 

(A) select the most effective assistive technology for a variety of listening 
environments; 

(B) demonstrate how to operate closed captioning or subtitles on a movie, video, or 
recorded program; and 

(C) identify and use a variety of specialized telecommunication technologies such as 
video phones, text telephones (TTYs), captioned phones, amplified phones, or 
computer video technology. 

(9) Advocacy and Student Academic Achievement. The student demonstrates specific skills to 
advocate for learning and academic achievement. The student is expected to: 

(A) identify and explain the components of an IEP such as goals and objectives, 
assessment, accommodations, modifications to the present level of academic 
achievement and functional performance (PLAAFP), and special education and 
related services; 

(B) identify personal academic and functional strengths and weaknesses and 
develop goals to address weaknesses; 

(C) 
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(B) research commonly used accommodations in the community, workplace, and 
postsecondary education or training settings for persons who are deaf or hard 
of hearing, and identify the specific accommodations available to meet needs; 

(C) evaluate considerations related to obtaining accommodations in the 
community, workplace, and postsecondary education or training; and 

(D) identify the process of obtaining accommodations in community settings, 
including documentation required by agencies, employers, and post-secondary 
institutions, such as an audiogram, medical documentation, or Summary of 
Performance. 

(11) Advocacy and Transition. The student develops advocacy skills necessary for successful 
transition to adult life. The student is expected to: 

(A) investigate support services for people who are deaf or hard of hearing available 
in the school, home, and community, such as Video Relay Service and 
interpreters; 

(B) identify and describe local and national organizations for individuals who are 
deaf or hard of hearing, such as local deaf clubs, Texas Association for the Deaf, 
National Association for the Deaf, Say What Club, National CHARGE Foundation, 
and other organizations that meet the specific needs of individuals who are 
deaf/hard of hearing; and 

(C) roleplay presenting information regarding personal goals and needed 
accommodations to be shared with others such as the IEP meeting participants, 
parents, classroom teachers, peers, community members, or employers. 

(12) 
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