
 

 

L/EB determinations and OSP determinations. 

Determination Level Overview 

The Texas Education Agency (TEA) is required to make annual determinations on the performance of local 
educational agency (LEA) Bilingual Education/English as a Second Language/Emergent Bilingual (BE/ESL/EB) 
and Other Special Populations (OSP) program areas using four determination categories: meets requirements, 
needs assistance, needs intervention, and needs substantial intervention, in accordance with Chapter 12 – 
Results Driven Accountability of the 2024 Accountability Manual. 

The BE/ESL/EB and OSP determinations are intended to reflect the extent to which an LEA is meeting the 
requirements and purposes of these RDA program areas. LEA determinations, in addition to other factors, 
drive general supervision responsibilities by TEA. 

Guiding Principles Interventions are differentiated to ensure monitoring and support activities improve LEA performance. 

Determination Level Assignments 

• The RDA system ensures consistent, comparable LEA performance by normalizing data formats, 
collection methods, performance level (PL) assignments, DL assignments, and by applying uniform 
rules and definitions. 

• Performance uniformity ensures achieving consistent and comparative results by applying percentile-
based cut points for assigning determinations based on the 99/95/80 percentile rule. 

Determination Level Method 

The method for generating annual determinations is encapsulated by the following three steps: (1) identify 
data sources, (2) calculate PL mean scores, and (3) identify percentile-based cut points and assign DLs. 

Step #1: Data Sources to Identify Performance Levels 

This step involves identifying the RDA data sources from the State databases for the PL assignments. 

• Results-Driven Accountability Indicators with Performance Levels: Refer to the section, RDA PL 
Assignments for Program Area Determinations, in Chapter 12 – Results-Driven Accountability (RDA) 
and Appendix K of the 2024 Accountability Manual for details about the PLs associated with the 
BE/ESL/EB and OSP RDA indicators. Please note that some RDA indicators have more than one PL. All 
PLs for each indicator are utilized for making program area determinations. 

The RDA indicator PLs are utilized for calculating the PL mean scores for each LEA program area.

https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/accountability/academic-accountability/performance-reporting/2024-accountability-manual
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/accountability/academic-accountability/performance-reporting/2024-accountability-manual
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Step #2: Calculating Performance Level Means 

This step involves using the following formula to calculate the PL mean for each LEA program area: 

 

To apply this formula to the special education PLs and calculate the PL mean, follow three steps: 

1. Sum all PL scores (typically ranging from 0 to 3 or 4) to get the total PL score (the numerator) 
2. Count the total number of PLs to get the PL count (the denominator) 
3. Divide the sum of all PL scores by the total number of PLs to calculate the PL mean score. 

Step #3: Identifying Percentile-Based Cut Points and Assigning Determination Levels 

The final step involves 
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The columns in the above tables are explained below. 

• The “Determination Level” column displays the DLs assigned to the RDA program area for all LEAs. 
• The “Percentile” column displays the percentiles corresponding to the DLs. A percentile indicates the 

value below which a certain percentage of data lies. 
• The “Cut Point” column displays the PL mean scores corresponding to the percentile for each DL. Cut 

points divide the data set into specific intervals or categories based on LEA PL mean scores. 
• The “Count” column shows the raw number of LEAs at each determination category. 
• The “Percent”  column contextualizes the count numbers, indicating the proportion of LEAs at each 

determination category relative to the total number of LEAs. 
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