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General Information 
 

This guide provides exemplar student responses for the Texas English Language Proficiency 

Assessment System (TELPAS) online writing assessment for grades 10-12. It is intended to 

be used alongside the spring 2023 TELPAS reading and writing released test. Each question 

is identified as it appears on the released test (question is referred to as ñitemò in the 

rubric).  

 

The responses you see in this guide are student responses to a writing prompt submitted 

online during the testing window. A range of responses are included to show the 

progression of student writing from lower score points to higher score points. The response 

images are as the students typed them. 

 

The annotation that accompanies each response is written to illustrate how the language of 

the rubric is applied to each response to determine a score. A response earns a specific 

score point, based on the characteristics in that particular response. The proficiency level of 

the student is determined by the accumulated score across a series of multiple choice and 

written responses. The annotation establishes the link between a response and the 

associated score point. An individual response does not necessarily reflect a studentôs 

proficiency level but reflects one piece of data that contributes to the determination of the 

studentôs proficiency level. 
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Grades 10–12 Writing Questions  

and Scored Responses 

Question 34 

 
 

 
 

Prompt
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Response 1 

 

 
 

Vocabulary - 1 
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Score Point 3, continued 

 

Response 2 

 

 
 

Vocabulary - 1 

The writer uses high-frequency words (ñI feel good,ò ñdogò) and relies on prompt language 

throughout the response (ñone book,ò ñmedical supplyò). There are no spelling errors that 

significantly interfere with comprehensibility. 

Usage - 1 

There are errors when the writer attempts to move beyond using the present tense (ñI feel 
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Score Point 6 
 

Response 1 

 

 
 

Vocabulary - 2 

The writerôs word choice is limited in range and variety throughout the response. The lack of 

vocabulary limits details, especially with academic language (ñeverything else I could get and 

make at the islandò). 

Usage - 2 

A complex sentence and a sentence fragment constitute the totality of the response, and 

other tenses beyond the present tense (ñwould only want,ò ñcould get and makeò) are not 

used. 

Completeness - 2 

The writer communicates a message with limited effectiveness because of few cohesive 

devices (ñsuch asò) and details (ñmy tools and weapons,ò ñHunt for foodò). 
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Score Point 6, continued 

 

Response 3 
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Score Point 7, continued 

 

Response 2 

 

 
 
Vocabulary - 2 

The writer uses a limited variety of language throughout the response (ñchips,ò ñtreesò), and 

there are some spelling errors that may interfere with comprehensibility. 

Usage - 2 

The writer has control over simple sentence structure. There are errors when switching tenses 

(ñi would probably cut down some trees and try to built a houseò) that interfere with clarity in 

places. 

Completeness - 3 

Overall, the writer communicates a mostly effective message. There is sufficient detail, and 

the explanation is clearly sequenced with repetitive words and phrases (ñif i,ò ñi wouldò). 
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Score Point 7, continued 

 

Response 3 

 

 
 
Vocabulary - 2 

The writer uses language that is repetitive and limited in variety. At times, there is a struggle to 

use words correctly (ñboredness,ò ñwe gonnaò). 

Usage - 2 

The writer displays inconsistent control of sentence structure. There are frequent grammar 
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Score Point 7, continued 

 

Response 4 

 

 
 

Vocabulary - 2 

The writer uses a limited range of vocabulary especially when the language is academic (ñI 

would take them because the tool can help I can help me do hard thingò). There are some 

spelling errors that do not significantly interfere with comprehensibility. 

Usage - 2 

The writer displays control of simple sentences. There are some grammar usage errors when 

sentences are extended (ñThe tool is can be a knife, that help me get the foods and hunt 
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Score Point 8 
 

Response 1 
 

 

 

Vocabulary - 3
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Score Point 8, continued 

 

Response 2 
 

 
 

Vocabulary - 3 

The writer utilizes a range of appropriate vocabulary (ñinjury,ò ñexploreò) throughout the 

response. Spelling errors are infrequent and do not interfere with understanding. 

Usage - 2 

The writer demonstrates a limited control of simple sentences and verb tenses (ñthe medical 

supply i will used emergency if i injury that how i will try to survive and explore the islandò). 

This awkwardness interferes with comprehensibility in places. 

Completeness - 3 

The writer delivers a mostly effective message that offers some detail (ñmachete because i will 

used for hunting and to cut wood for the fire and to make my homeò) and shows the 

relationships between ideas in places (ñif theres not food . . . i will change the emergency 
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Score Point 8, continued 

 

Response 3 

 

 
 
Vocabulary - 3 
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Score Point 8, continued 

 

Response 4 
 

 
 

Vocabulary - 3 

The writerôs word choice is varied (ñgather wood,ò ñprevent infectionò) and includes 

appropriate academic language. There are spelling errors that do not impede clarity. 

Usage - 2 

The writer has some control of simple 

 

-
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Score Point 9 
 

Response 1 
 

 
 

Vocabulary - 3 

The writer utilizes a range of appropriate social and academic vocabulary (ñdistract,ò ñcamping 

siteò) throughout the response. Spelling errors are infrequent and do not interfere with 

understanding. 

Usage - 3 

The writer has the emerging ability to form more complex sentences (ñA tool i will take will be 

a knife to cut down things to either make a shelter, ot a small camping siteò) without any real 

confusion. Tenses are mostly used correctly, and the usage errors do not significantly interfere 

with understanding. 

Completeness - 3 

The writer delivers a mostly effective explanation. The use of appropriate words and phrases 

to expand sentences (ñSome items that I will take with me are plenty of books, for the reason 

that i like to read and itôll help me distract myselfò) and add sufficient detail enhance the 

clarity of the response. 
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Score Point 9, continued 

 

Response 2 
 

 
 

Vocabulary - 3 

There is a variety of vocabulary (ñsociety,ò ñless boringò), and word choice is mostly correct 
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Score Point 9, continued 

 

Response 3 
 

 
 

Vocabulary - 3 
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Score Point 9, continued 

 

Response 4 
 

 
 
Vocabulary - 3 

The writer uses a variety of appropriate social and academic language throughout the 
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Score Point 10 
 

Response 1 
 

 
 

Vocabulary - 3 

The writer uses a good range of appropriate social and academic language, and the correct word 

choice adds specificity (ñcomedy,ò ñhatchet,ò ñinfectionsò). Spelling errors (ñvitamiansò) do not 

interfere with comprehensibility. 

Usage - 3 

The writer demonstrates the ability to write complex sentences 
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Score Point 10, continued 

 

Response 2 
 

 
 

Vocabulary - 3 

The writer uses a range of social and academic language (ñcutting,ò ñbactericaò), and there 

are spelling errors (ñrashonò) that do not interfere with comprehensibility. 

Usage - 3 
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Score Point 10, continued 

 

Response 3 
 

 
 
Vocabulary - 3 

The writer effectively uses a variety and range of grade-appropriate social and academic 

language (ñsense of humamity,ò ñescape from reality,ò ñstarve to deathò) to enhance the 

explanation. Spelling errors are infrequent and do not interfere with clarity. 

Usage - 3 

The writer demonstrates an emerging ability to write compound (ñI would also take veggies so 

I can plant them . . .ò) and complex sentences (ñOne person to join me would be my friend 

Rene because he knows how to hunt . . .ò). The few grammar errors (ñthey can grow and use 

themò) do not significantly interfere with comprehensibility. 

Completeness - 4 
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Score Point 11 
 
Response 1 
 

 
 

Vocabulary - 4 

The writer utilizes a range of vocabulary, including specific word choice (ñfresh water,ò 

ñexpensive,ò ñinfectionsò), and spelling errors are infrequent and do not interfere with 

understanding. 

Usage - 3 

The writer displays the emerging ability to form compound sentence structures (ñit is not 

expensive . . . and there diffrent topping to chooseò) and complex sentences (ñOne tool I 

bring is a machete as I can use to cut trees . . .ò). However, there are grammar usage errors 

that do not significantly interfere with comprehensibility (ñA medical supply I will bring is the 

wrapping bangage to cover anything or if not alchoel to not be able to get infections or 

somethingò).  

Completeness - 4 

With a narrative beginning (ñOnce upon a timeò), the writer sets out to explain the things that 

would be taken to the island. Connections between ideas provide cohesion to the response 

and details with a degree of specificity (ñmiddle of the island,ò ñhunt for food in the oceanò) 

help the writer to communicate a complete and effective message. 
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Score Point 11, continued 

 

Response 3 
 

 
 

Vocabulary - 4 

The writer effectively uses a variety and range of grade-appropriate academic and social 
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Score Point 11, continued 

 

Response 4 

 
 

 
Vocabulary - 4 

Utilizing a range of appropriate academic and social language (ñliterature,ò ñlittle buildingsò), 

the writerôs word choice is well chosen and precise (ñmexican,ò ñemotional supportò). Spelling 

errors are infrequent and do not interfere with comprehensibility. 

Usage - 3 

The writer uses simple sentences and tenses correctly and displays an emerging ability to 

craft more complex sentence structures, such as a compound sentence (ñI was raised eating 

that type of food and it is honestly the best one in my opinionò). The grammar usage errors 

do not interfere with the readerôs understanding of the writing. 

Completeness - 4 

Effective use of cohesive words and phrases (ñpoems since I really like,ò ñin order to,ò ñAnd 

finallyò) make the writing easy to follow and understand. Referencing ñcreating little buildingsò 

while discussing the medical choice strengthens the connection to the tool choice. The writerôs 

use of specific details (ñcut through some trees,ò ñin case of any rain,ò ñclean any woundò) 

helps to effectively communicate the intended message. 
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Score Point 12 
 
Response 1 

 

 
 

Vocabulary - 4 

The writer employs vocabulary that is varied and consistently more precise (ñexplanitory,ò 

ñpurifiying,ò ñfracture,ò ñliterally nothingò) 
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Score Point 12, continued 

 

Response 2 
 

 
 

Vocabulary - 4 

The writer employs a range of vocabulary that is varied and appropriate and enhances the 

clarity of the writing with precise word choice (ñmangoes and strawberries,ò ñhydrogen 

peroxideò). There are infrequent spelling errors that do not interfere with clarity or 

understanding. 

Usage - 4 

The grammar usage in this response is mostly correct and comparable to that of native 

English-speaking peers (ñIf I could bring a type of food to this island, it would be fruits, 

especially mangoes and strawberries, they my favorite fruits and I could never get tired of 

themò). In addition, the writer crafts 
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Score Point 12, continued 

 

Response 3 

 

 
 

Vocabulary - 4 
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Score Point 12, continued 

 

Response 4 
 

  
 

Vocabulary - 4 

The writer uses a range and variety of vocabulary consistently and effectively, including some 

precise words (ñuniversal,ò ñencyclepedia,ò ñdelightò). Spelling errors do not interfere with 

comprehensibility and are comparable to those made by native English-speaking peers. 

Usage - 4 

The writer demonstrates a consistent control of grammar usage (ñAntibiotics! In a place where 

theres no society I can only rely on myself when I get sick or confront an illnessò), and the 

few errors present are comparable to those of native English-speaking peers. Complex and 

compound sentences are used effectively to support the explanation. 

Completeness - 4 

The voice of the writer is clearly displayed and helps provide cohesion to the response, and 

words and phrases are used effectively to show the relationships between ideas (ñuniversal 

medical book . . . That is a must;ò ñSALT!!!! Your body needs itò). Cohesion is further 

strengthened by the reference to antibiotics 
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Question 20 
 

 
 

Prompt 

 
¶ Describe this chart, and explain what you can learn from it. 

¶ Which languages have the most speakers? Why do you think this is? 

¶�x

 

�x
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Score Point 3 
 

Response 1 
 

 
 

Vocabulary - 1 

The writer relies on routine words and prompt language to provide vague details. The word 
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Score Point 4 
 
Response 1 

 

 
 

Vocabulary - 1 

The writer uses routine words and borrows language from the prompt (ñgovertmentò), and 

several words are misspelled (ñspeackers,ò ñengrish,ò ñgovertmentò) in this brief response. 

Usage - 1 

The writer separates the sentences in the response into different lines and writes mostly 

simple sentences in the present tense (ñwe speack spanish engrish and vietnameseò), and a 

few grammar usage errors are present. 

Completeness - 2 

This message has limited effectiveness. There is an attempt to sequence the explanation 

(ñthe most speackers,ò ñwe speack spanishò) and add detail (ñ77.8% that is spanishò) to the 

response. 
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Score Point 4, continued 

 

Response 2 

 

 
 

Vocabulary - 1 

The writer uses routine words and phrases (ñyes is goodò), and the spelling errors interfere 

with comprehensibility (ñsapnish,ò ñlenagueò) and may reflect borrowing from the native 

language. 

Usage - 1 

The writer relies on the present tense and simple sentence structures to convey the message. 

Grammar usage errors throughout the response interfere with comprehensibility (ñthe lenague 

more speakers is spanish,ò ñbecause is importantò). 

Completeness - 2 

The writer communicates an explanation with limited effectiveness that lacks clarity and the 

language necessary to elaborate (ñyou can speak with others peopleò). 
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Score Point 6 
 

Response 1 

 

 
 

Vocabulary - 2 

This response contains a limited range and variety of vocabulary (ñother countries,ò ñcertain 

placesò) and repetitive word choice (ñi seen a couple,ò ñi seen thoseò). There are some spelling 

errors, but they do not interfere with comprehensibility. 

Usage - 2 

The writer makes a number of grammar usage errors when they attempt to add details 

(ñEnglish, spanish, asian, indian, etc, i seen those people in and out of school is a cool thingò), 

and these errors sometimes interfere with understanding. 

Completeness - 2 

Overall, the writer shows a limited effectiveness in communicating the intended message. The 

response contains few 
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Score Point 6, continued 

 

Response 2 
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Score Point 6, continued 

 

Response 4 
 

 
 

Vocabulary - 2 

The writer displays vocabulary that is mostly limited in range and variety (ñmy school,ò ñat 

homeò) and makes infrequent spelling errors. 

Usage - 2 

The writer e



47 

 

TELPAS Writing Scoring Guide  

Grades 10-12 

Spring 2023 

Score Point 7 
 

Response 1 
 

 
 

Vocabulary - 2 

The writer uses a limited range of vocabulary throughout the response and also struggles with 
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Score Point 7, continued 

 

Response 2 

 

 
 

Vocabulary - 2 

The writer employs a limited range and variety of academic language (ñgreat to know,ò ñmore 

peopleò) throughout the response but includes some repetition as well (ñmost spokenò). There 

is a spelling error that may interfere with comprehensibility. 

Usage - 2 

The writer has control over simple sentence structure, and there are some grammar usage 

errors, especially when switching to a more complex tense (ñPeople from latin migrating to 
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Score Point 7, continued 

 

Response 4 
 

 
 

Vocabulary - 2 

The writerôs 

 

2
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Score Point 8 
 

Response 1 
 

 
 
Vocabulary - 3 

The writer utilizes a range of appropriate social and academic vocabulary (ñbilingual,ò 
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Score Point 8, continued 

 

Response 4 

 

 
 

Vocabulary - 3 

The writer displays a range and variety of grade-appropriate vocabulary, and the word choice 

includes some academic language (ñimmigrants,ò ñconstruction and factorysò). Spelling errors 

are infrequent and do not interfere with understanding the writing. 

Usage - 2 

The writer has some control of simple sentences and adds details without causing confusion. 

There are some grammar usage errors that interfere with understanding (ñMaybe thats why 

theres most people that lives in Houston speaks spanishò). 

Completeness - 3 

The writer communicates a mostly effective explanation, offering some details to clarify 

ideas (ñall Latin american people comes from óLatino Americaô speaks Spanish,ò ñthey pay 

you more in a job if you know two languagesò). Despite some awkwardness in the response, 

the reader can follow the sequencing of the ideas. 
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Score Point 9, continued 

 

Response 2 

 

 
 

Vocabulary - 3 

The writer uses a varied range of appropriate social and academic language (ñdivisions,ò 

ñbetter opportunities,ò ñchilds education,ò ñtranslateò), and there are no significant spelling 

errors. 

Usage - 3 

The writer shows a developing ability to use complex sentences (ñI think that it is good to 

know more than one language because that way we can have better oportunitiesò) and 

compound sentences (ñ

 

and 
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Score Point 9, continued 

 

Response 4 

 

 
 

Vocabulary - 3 

The writer uses a range and 
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Score Point 10 
 

Response 1 
 

 
 

Vocabulary - 3 

The writer utilizes a good variety of appropriate academic and social language (ñspanish 

influence,ò ñdiffrent worldò), and spelling errors do not impede understanding. 

Usag 707.16 Td
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Score Point 10, continued 

 

Response 3 

 

 
 

Vocabulary - 3 

The varied word choice and range of vocabulary provides clarity to the response 

(ñobservation,ò ñthree quarters of the chart,ò ñbilingual speakerò), and spelling errors are 

infrequent and do not interfere with comprehensibility. 

Usage - 3 

The writer exhibits the ability to use more complex sentence structures, and tenses are 

generally used correctly. There are some usage errors, but they do not significantly interfere 

with understanding (ñIn my opinion it is important to know other languages even if not 

speaked fluently,ò ñThis chart cordinates the government to knowing how their city and their 

population is fullò). 

Completeness - 4 

The writer conveys an effective, unified, and complete message by showing the relationships 

between ideas (ñFrom my observation . . . full of different language speakers . . . most 

common is Spanish,ò ñbecause of how close texas is to the border of Mexicoò) and providing a 

degree of specificity in the detail (ñbilingual speaker,ò ñdifferent race,ò ñhelp each other out or 

just have a cup of teaò). 
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Score Point 10, continued 

 

Response 4 

 

 
 

Vocabulary - 3 

The writer uses a good range of appropriate social and academic language, and the correct 

word choice adds specificity (ñdecent amount,ò ñmajority of the peopleò). Spelling errors do 

not interfere with understanding. 

Usage - 3 

The writer demonstrates an emerging ability to write complex sentences (ñIn my opinion it is 

the most spoken because majority of the people that come from Mexico stay in Houstonò), 

and tenses are also used successfully. Although there are some grammar usage errors, these 

errors do not impede the readerôs understanding of the writing. 

Completeness - 4 

The writer communicates an effective and complete message. Appropriate words and phrases 

are used to show relationships between ideas (ñIn my opinion,ò ñalso,ò ñbecauseò), and details 

with a degree of specificity (ñmajority of the people that come from Mexico,ò ñget good 

08 229.64 Td
04 <00428500044>3560052>549000304 <00030057004B>-0 0 xr.42 200 10.02e004[<00B30044004F04rq[00450048004C>5 <00510A90052>54m* n4m0 0 612 
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Score Point 11, continued 

 

Response 2 
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Score Point 11, continued 

 

Response 3 

 

 
 

Vocabulary - 4 

The writer uses vocabulary that is varied and consistently 
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Score Point 11, continued 

 

Response 4 
 

 
 

Vocabulary - 4 

The writer effectively uses a variety and range of appropriate academic and social language 

(ñteach,ò ñopportunitiesò), and there is consistent and precise word choice (ñwatch TV shows 

in Englishò). Spelling errors do not interfere with comprehensibility and are comparable to 

those made by native English-speaking peers. 

Usage - 3 

The writer demonstrates an emerging ability to write compound (ñshe didnôt learn English but 

my brother was the one . . .ò) and complex sentences (ñimportant for a goverment . . . 

because some people didnôt understand . . .ò). The grammar usage errors found within the 

response do not significantly interfere with comprehensibility. 

Completeness - 4 

Using appropriate words and phrases (ñbecause,ò ñSince when,ò ñIn my opinionò), the writer 
crafts a cohesive message, showing the relationships between ideas (ña lot of people that 

speake Spanish because of their families . . . parents are hispanicsò) and providing details 
with a degree of specificity (ñmy first language is Spanish because of my mom,ò ñmy brother 

was the one that teach me Englishò). Overall, the writer communicates an effective and 
complete message.   
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Vocabulary - 4 

The writer displays a consistent use of social language and uses some precise academic word 

choices (ñpredictable,ò ñcultural diffusion,ò ñpopulation diversityò) throughout the response. In 

addition, infrequent spelling errors (ñinfluensedò) do not interfere with the readerôs 

understanding and are similar to spelling errors
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Score Point 12, continued  

 

Response 2 
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Score Point 12, continued  
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Score Point 12, continued  

 

Response 4 

 

 

 

Vocabulary - 4 


