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This guide provides exemplar student responses for the Texas English Language Proficiency
Assessment System (TELPAS) online writing assessment for grades 10-12. It is intended to
be used alongside the spring 2023 TELPAS reading and writing released test. Each question
is identified as it appears on the released test (question is referred to as fiitemo in the
rubric).

The responses you see in this guide are student responses to a writing prompt submitted
online during the testing window. A range of responses are included to show the
progression of student writing from lower score points to higher score points. The response
images are as the students typed them.

The annotation that accompanies each response is written to illustrate how the language of
the rubric is applied to each response to determine a score. A response earns a specific
score point, based on the characteristics in that particular response. The proficiency level of
the student is determined by the accumulated score across a series of multiple choice and
written responses. The annotation establishes the link between a response and the
associated score point. An individual response does not necessarily reflect a studentis
proficiency level but reflects one piece of data that contributes to the determination of the
studentis proficiency level.
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Score Point 3, continued

The writer uses high-frequency words (fil feel good,0 fidogd) and relies on prompt language
throughout the response (fione book,0 fimedical supply0). There are no spelling errors that
significantly interfere with comprehensibility.

There are errors when the writer attempts to move beyond using the present tense (fil feel
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The writeris word choice is limited in range and variety throughout the response. The lack of
vocabulary limits details, especially with academic language (fieverything else | could get and
make at the islando).

A complex sentence and a sentence fragment constitute the totality of the response, and
other tenses beyond the present tense (fiwould only want,0 ficould get and makeo) are not
used.

The writer communicates a message with limited effectiveness because of few cohesive
devices (fisuch as0) and details (imy tools and weapons,0 fiHunt for foodo).
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Score Point 6, continued
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Score Point 7, continued

The writer uses a limited variety of language throughout the response (fichips,0 fitreeso), and
there are some spelling errors that may interfere with comprehensibility.

The writer has control over simple sentence structure. There are errors when switching tenses
(fii would probably cut down some trees and try to built a house0) that interfere with clarity in
places.

Overall, the writer communicates a mostly effective message. There is sufficient detail, and
the explanation is clearly sequenced with repetitive words and phrases (fiif i,0 fii wouldo).
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Score Point 7, continued

The writer uses language that is repetitive and limited in variety. At times, there is a struggle to
use words correctly (fiboredness,0 fiwe gonnao).

The writer displays inconsistent control of sentence structure. There are frequent grammar
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Score Point 7, continued

The writer uses a limited range of vocabulary especially when the language is academic (fl
would take them because the tool can help | can help me do hard thingo). There are some
spelling errors that do not significantly interfere with comprehensibility.

The writer displays control of simple sentences. There are some grammar usage errors when
sentences are extended (fiThe tool is can be a knife, that help me get the foods and hunt
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Score Point 8, continued

The writer utilizes a range of appropriate vocabulary (fiinjury,o fiexplored) throughout the
response. Spelling errors are infrequent and do not interfere with understanding.

The writer demonstrates a limited control of simple sentences and verb tenses (fithe medical
supply i will used emergency if i injury that how i will try to survive and explore the islando).
This awkwardness interferes with comprehensibility in places.

The writer delivers a mostly effective message that offers some detail (imachete because i will
used for hunting and to cut wood for the fire and to make my homeo) and shows the
relationships between ideas in places (iif theres not food . . . i will change the emergency
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Score Point 8, continued
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Score Point 8, continued

The writeris word choice is varied (figather wood,0 fiprevent infectiond) and includes
appropriate academic language. There are spelling errors that do not impede clarity.

The writer has some control of simple
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The writer utilizes a range of appropriate social and academic vocabulary (fidistract,0 ficamping
sited) throughout the response. Spelling errors are infrequent and do not interfere with
understanding.

The writer has the emerging ability to form more complex sentences (fA tool i will take will be
a knife to cut down things to either make a shelter, ot a small camping sited) without any real
confusion. Tenses are mostly used correctly, and the usage errors do not significantly interfere
with understanding.

The writer delivers a mostly effective explanation. The use of appropriate words and phrases
to expand sentences (iSome items that | will take with me are plenty of books, for the reason
that i like to read and itill help me distract myselfd) and add sufficient detail enhance the
clarity of the response.
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Score Point 9, continued

There is a variety of vocabulary (fisociety,0 filess boringd), and word choice is mostly correct
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Score Point 9, continued
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Score Point 9, continued

The writer uses a variety of appropriate social and academic language throughout the

TELPAS Writing Scoring Guide
Grades 10-12
Spring 2023

25



The writer uses a good range of appropriate social and academic language, and the correct word

choice adds specificity (icomedy,0 fihatchet,0 fiinfectionsd). Spelling errors (fivitamiansd) do not
interfere with comprehensibility.

The writer demonstrates the ability to write complex sentences
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Score Point 10, continued

The writer uses a range of social and academic language (ficutting,0 fibactericad), and there
are spelling errors (firashond) that do not interfere with comprehensibility.
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Score Point 10, continued

The writer effectively uses a variety and range of grade-appropriate social and academic
language (fisense of humamity,0 fiescape from reality,0 fistarve to deatho) to enhance the
explanation. Spelling errors are infrequent and do not interfere with clarity.

The writer demonstrates an emerging ability to write compound (fil would also take veggies so
I can plant them . . .0) and complex sentences (iOne person to join me would be my friend
Rene because he knows how to hunt . . .0). The few grammar errors (fithey can grow and use
themo) do not significantly interfere with comprehensibility.
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The writer utilizes a range of vocabulary, including specific word choice (fifresh water,0
fiexpensive,o fiinfectionso), and spelling errors are infrequent and do not interfere with
understanding.

The writer displays the emerging ability to form compound sentence structures (fiit is not
expensive . . . and there diffrent topping to choose0) and complex sentences (iOne tool |
bring is a machete as | can use to cut trees . . .0). However, there are grammar usage errors
that do not significantly interfere with comprehensibility (AA medical supply I will bring is the
wrapping bangage to cover anything or if not alchoel to not be able to get infections or
somethingo).

With a narrative beginning (iOnce upon a timed), the writer sets out to explain the things that
would be taken to the island. Connections between ideas provide cohesion to the response
and details with a degree of specificity (fimiddle of the island,0 fihunt for food in the oceano)
help the writer to communicate a complete and effective message.
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Score Point 11, continued

The writer effectively uses a variety and range of grade-appropriate academic and social
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Score Point 11, continued
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Utilizing a range of appropriate academic and social language (fliterature,o flittle buildingso),
the writeris word choice is well chosen and precise (fimexican,0 iemotional supporto). Spelling
errors are infrequent and do not interfere with comprehensibility.

The writer uses simple sentences and tenses correctly and displays an emerging ability to
craft more complex sentence structures, such as a compound sentence (fil was raised eating
that type of food and it is honestly the best one in my opiniond). The grammar usage errors
do not interfere with the readerfs understanding of the writing.

Effective use of cohesive words and phrases (fipoems since | really like,0 fiin order to,0 AAnd
finallyd) make the writing easy to follow and understand. Referencing ficreating little buildingso
while discussing the medical choice strengthens the connection to the tool choice. The writeris
use of specific details (ficut through some trees,0 fiin case of any rain,0 ficlean any woundo)
helps to effectively communicate the intended message.
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The writer employs vocabulary that is varied and consistently more precise (fiexplanitory,o
fipurifiying,o fifracture,o filiterally nothingo)
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Score Point 12, continued

The writer employs a range of vocabulary that is varied and appropriate and enhances the
clarity of the writing with precise word choice (imangoes and strawberries,0 fihydrogen
peroxided). There are infrequent spelling errors that do not interfere with clarity or
understanding.

The grammar usage in this response is mostly correct and comparable to that of native
English-speaking peers (filf | could bring a type of food to this island, it would be fruits,
especially mangoes and strawberries, they my favorite fruits and | could never get tired of
themod). In addition, the writer crafts
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Score Point 12, continued
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Score Point 12, continued

The writer uses a range and variety of vocabulary consistently and effectively, including some
precise words (fiuniversal,o fiencyclepedia,o fidelightd). Spelling errors do not interfere with
comprehensibility and are comparable to those made by native English-speaking peers.

The writer demonstrates a consistent control of grammar usage (fAntibiotics! In a place where
theres no society | can only rely on myself when | get sick or confront an illnesso), and the
few errors present are comparable to those of native English-speaking peers. Complex and
compound sentences are used effectively to support the explanation.

The voice of the writer is clearly displayed and helps provide cohesion to the response, and
words and phrases are used effectively to show the relationships between ideas (fiuniversal
medical book . . . That is a must;0 ASALT!!!! Your body needs itd). Cohesion is further
strengthened by the reference to antibiotics
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f  Describe this chart, and explain what you can learn from it.
f Which languages have the most speakers? Why do you think this is?
|l
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The writer relies on routine words and prompt language to provide vague details. The word
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The writer uses routine words and borrows language from the prompt (figovertmento), and
several words are misspelled (fispeackers,0 fiengrish,0 igovertmento) in this brief response.

The writer separates the sentences in the response into different lines and writes mostly
simple sentences in the present tense (fiwe speack spanish engrish and viethamesed), and a
few grammar usage errors are present.

This message has limited effectiveness. There is an attempt to sequence the explanation
(fithe most speackers,0 fiwe speack spanisho) and add detail (fi77.8% that is spanisho) to the
response.
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Score Point 4, continued

chart is more sapnish show the 77.8
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The writer uses routine words and phrases (fiyes is goodo), and the spelling errors interfere
with comprehensibility (fisapnish,o filenagued) and may reflect borrowing from the native
language.

The writer relies on the present tense and simple sentence structures to convey the message.
Grammar usage errors throughout the response interfere with comprehensibility (fithe lenague
more speakers is spanish,0 fibecause is importanto).

The writer communicates an explanation with limited effectiveness that lacks clarity and the
language necessary to elaborate (fiyou can speak with others peopled).
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This response contains a limited range and variety of vocabulary (fiother countries,0 ficertain
places0) and repetitive word choice (fii seen a couple,0 fii seen thoseo). There are some spelling
errors, but they do not interfere with comprehensibility.

The writer makes a number of grammar usage errors when they attempt to add details
(AEnglish, spanish, asian, indian, etc, i seen those people in and out of school is a cool thingo),
and these errors sometimes interfere with understanding.

Overall, the writer shows a limited effectiveness in communicating the intended message. The
response contains few
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Score Point 6, continued
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Score Point 6, continued

The writer displays vocabulary that is mostly limited in range and variety (fimy school,6 fiat
homeod) and makes infrequent spelling errors.

The writer e
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The writer uses a limited range of vocabulary throughout the response and also struggles with
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Score Point 7, continued

The writer employs a limited range and variety of academic language (figreat to know,0 fimore
peopled) throughout the response but includes some repetition as well (fimost spokend). There
is a spelling error that may interfere with comprehensibility.

The writer has control over simple sentence structure, and there are some grammar usage
errors, especially when switching to a more complex tense (fiPeople from latin migrating to
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Score Point 7, continued

The writeris
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The writer utilizes a range of appropriate social and academic vocabulary (fibilingual,o
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Score Point 8, continued
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The writer displays a range and variety of grade-appropriate vocabulary, and the word choice
includes some academic language (fiimmigrants,0 ficonstruction and factoryso). Spelling errors
are infrequent and do not interfere with understanding the writing.

The writer has some control of simple sentences and adds details without causing confusion.
There are some grammar usage errors that interfere with understanding (fiMaybe thats why
theres most people that lives in Houston speaks spanishd).

The writer communicates a mostly effective explanation, offering some details to clarify
ideas (fiall Latin american people comes from iLatino Americal speaks Spanish,o fithey pay
you more in a job if you know two languageso). Despite some awkwardness in the response,
the reader can follow the sequencing of the ideas.
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Score Point 9, continued

The writer uses a varied range of appropriate social and academic language (fidivisions,0
fibetter opportunities,o fichilds education,0 fitranslated), and there are no significant spelling
errors.

The writer shows a developing ability to use complex sentences (fil think that it is goid
know more than one language because that way we can have better oportunitiest) a
compound sentences (fi

TELPAS Writing Scoring Guide
Grades 10-12
Spring 2023 56






Score Point 9, continued

The writer uses a range and
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The writer utilizes a good variety of appropriate academic and social language (fispanish
influence,0 fidiffrent worldod), and spelling errors do not impede understanding.

TELPAS Writing Scoring Guide
Grades 10-12
Spring 2023

59






Score Point 10, continued
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The varied word choice and range of vocabulary provides clarity to the response
(fiobservation,0 fithree quarters of the chart,o0 fibilingual speakero), and spelling errors are
infrequent and do not interfere with comprehensibility.

The writer exhibits the ability to use more complex sentence structures, and tenses are
generally used correctly. There are some usage errors, but they do not significantly interfere
with understanding (filn my opinion it is important to know other languages even if not
speaked fluently,6 fiThis chart cordinates the government to knowing how their city and their
population is fulld).

The writer conveys an effective, unified, and complete message by showing the relationships
between ideas (fiFrom my observation . . . full of different language speakers . . . most
common is Spanish,0 ibecause of how close texas is to the border of Mexicod) and providing a
degree of specificity in the detail (fibilingual speaker,0 fidifferent race,0 fihelp each other out or
just have a cup of teao).
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Score Point 10, continued

The writer uses a good range of appropriate social and academic language, and the correct
word choice adds specificity (fidecent amount,0 imajority of the peopleod). Spelling errors do
not interfere with understanding.

The writer demonstrates an emerging ability to write complex sentences (filn my opinion it is
the most spoken because majority of the people that come from Mexico stay in Houstono),
and tenses are also used successfully. Although there are some grammar usage errors, these
errors do not impede the readeris understanding of the writing.

The writer communicates an effective and complete message. Appropriate words and phrases
are used to show relationships between ideas (filn my opinion,0 fialso,0 fibecauseo), and details
with a degree of specificity (fimajority of the people that come from Mexico,0 figet good
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Score Point 11, continued
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Score Point 11, continued

The writer uses vocabulary that is varied and consistently
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Score Point 11, continued
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The writer effectively uses a variety and range of appropriate academic and social language
(fiteach,0 fiopportunitieso), and there is consistent and precise word choice (fiwatch TV shows
in Englisho). Spelling errors do not interfere with comprehensibility and are comparable to
those made by native English-speaking peers.

The writer demonstrates an emerging ability to write compound (fishe didnit learn English but
my brother was the one . . .0) and complex sentences (fiimportant for a goverment . . .
because some people didnit understand . . .0). The grammar usage errors found within the
response do not significantly interfere with comprehensibility.

Using appropriate words and phrases (fibecause,0 fiSince when,0 filn my opiniono), the writer
crafts a cohesive message, showing the relationships between ideas (fia lot of people that
speake Spanish because of their families . . . parents are hispanicso) and providing details
with a degree of specificity (fimy first language is Spanish because of my mom,0 imy brother
was the one that teach me Englisho). Overall, the writer communicates an effective and
complete message.
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The writer displays a consistent use of social language and uses some precise academic word
choices (fipredictable,0 ficultural diffusion,o fipopulation diversityd) throughout the response. In
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understanding and are similar to spelling errors
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Score Point 12, continued
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Score Point 12, continued
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Score Point 12, continued
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