
 
 

 

 

 

TELPAS Speaking 

Scoring Guide  

Grades 9ï12 

Spring 2023 

 

 

Copyright © 2023, Texas Education Agency. All rights reserved. Reproduction of all or portions of 

this work is prohibited without express written permission from Texas Education Agency.



TELPAS Speaking Scoring Guide  

Grades 9-12 

Spring 2023 



 
 

 

 

3
 

 

E
LP

S
-T

E
LP

A
S

 P
ro

fic
ie

nc
y 

Le
ve

l D
es

cr
ip

to
rs

 
 

G
ra

de
s 

K



 
 

 

 

4
 

 

 
 

 

F
ou

r
-P

oi
nt

 S
pe

ak
in

g
 R

ub
ric

 
A

s 
pa

rt
 o

f t
he

 T
E

LP
A

S
 li

st
en

in
g 

an
d 

sp
ea

ki
ng

 
�D

�V
�V

�H
�V

�V
�P

�H
�Q

�W
���

��U
�X

�E
�U

�L
�F

�V
���

Z
�H

�U
�H

���
G

�H
�Y

�H
�O

�R
�S

�H
�G

���
W

�R
���

G
�H

�W
�H

�U
�P

�L
�Q

�H
���

W
�K

�H
���

V
�F

�R
�U

�H
���

S
�R

�L
�Q

�W
�V

���
W

�K
�D

�W
���

V
�K

�R
�X

�O
�G

���
E

�H
���

D
�V

�F
�U

�L
�E

�H
�G

���
W

�R
���

D
���

V
�W

�X
�G

�H
�Q

�W
�¶

�V
���

U
�H

�V
�S

�R
�Q

�V
�H

���
E

�D
�V

�H
�G

���
R

�Q
���

W
�K

�H
ir 

pe
rf

or
m

an
ce o

n 
ea

ch
 s

pe
ak

in
g te

st 
ite

m
. T

he
 ru

br
ic

s d
em

on
st

ra
te th

e n
um

be
r o
f s

co
re 

po
in

ts t
ha

t a
 s

tu
de

nt c
an

 a
ch

ie
ve 

ba
se

d o
n t

he
ir p

er
fo

rm
an

ce o
n e

ac
h s

pe
ak

in
g 

te
st

 it
em

. T
w

o
 d

iff
er

en
t r

ub
ric

s,
 a

 tw
o-p

oi
nt

 
ru

br
ic

 a
nd a

 fo
ur-

po
in

t r
ub

ric
, a

re
 u

se
d

 to
 s

co
re

 d
iff

er
en

t t
yp

es
 o

f
 s

pe
ak

in
g it

em
s 

on 
th

e 
T

E
LP

A
S

 li
st

en
in

g 
an

d
 s

pe
ak

in
g 

as
se

ss
m

en
t. 

B
ot

h 
ru

br
ic

s 
ar

e 
de

riv
ed

 fr
om

 th
e T

E
LP

A
S

 p
ro

fic
ie

nc
y

 le
ve

l 
de

sc
rip

to
rs (P

LD
s)

. T
he

 ru
br

ic
s 

de
m

on
st

ra
te

 h
ow

 a
 s

tu
de

nt
 w

ill
 b

e
 a

ss
es

se
d fo

r s
pe

ak
in

g; h
ow

ev
er

, t
he

 r
ub

ric
s 

sh
ou

ld
 n

ot
 r

ep
la

ce
 th

e 
T

ex
as

 E
ng

lis
h 

La
ng

ua
ge

 P
ro

fic
ie

nc
y 

S
ta

nd
ar

ds
 (

E
LP

S
) 

or
 



 
 

 

 

5
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
(1

) 

A
 re

sp
on

se
 a

t s
co

re
 p

oi
nt

 1
 m

ay
 

(2
) 

A
 re

sp
on

se
 a

t s
co

re
 p

oi
nt

 2
 m

ay
 

(3
) 

A
 re

sp
on

se
 a

t s
co

re
 p

oi
nt

 3
 m

ay
 

(4
) 

A
 re

sp
on

se
 a

t s
co

re
 p

oi
nt

 4
 m

ay
 

 
�{ 

be
 m

os
tly

 li
m

ite
d 

to
 s

im
pl

e,
 

hi
gh

-f
re

qu
en

cy
 w

or
ds

 a
nd

 
ph

ra
se

s 

�{ 
ra

re
ly 

in
cl

ud
e d

et
ai

ls 
be

ca
us

e
 

�}
�(

���
š�

Z
���

��•
�š

�µ
���

��v
�š

�[�
•�

��o
�]�

u�
]�š

���
���

vo
ca

bu
la

ry 

 
�{ 

in
cl

ud
e i

di
om

s o
r 

co
llo

qu
ia

lis
m

s 
us

ed
 b

y 
na

tiv
e 

E
ng

lis
h-s

pe
ak

in
g

 
pe

er
s 

�{ 
in

cl
ud

e a
bs

tr
ac

t a
nd

 a
ca

de
m

ic
 

vo
ca

bu
la

ry
 w

ith
 m

in
or

, 
in

fr
eq

ue
nt

 e
rr

or
s;

 w
or

d 
ch

oi
ce

 
m

ay
 o

cc
as

io
n

al
ly s

til
l b

e 
aw

kw
ar

d 
or

 im
pr

ec
is

e 

P
ro

nu
nc

ia
tio

n a
nd

 F
lu

en
cy

 
�{ 

in
cl

ud
e 

fr
eq

ue
nt

 a
nd

 lo
ng

 
pa

us
es

 th
at

 m
ay

 in
di

ca
te

 
th

at
 th

e 
st

ud
en

t is
 s

tr
ug

gl
in

g 
to

 c
om

m
un

ic
at

e 
an

d/
or

 h
as

 
gi

ve
n 

up
 

�{ 
in

cl
ud

e p
ro

nu
nc

ia
tio

n t
ha

t i
s 

ex
tr

em
el

y 
di

ffi
cu

lt 
to

 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

 

�{ 
in

cl
ud

e p
au

se
s to

 s
ea

rc
h f

or
 

w
or

ds
 

�{ 
in

cl
ud

e 
so

m
e 

pr
on

un
ci

at
io

n 
er

ro
rs

 th
at

 li
m

it 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

�{ 
in

cl
ud

e 
br

ie
f p

au
se

s 
w

he
n 

se
ar

ch
in

g 
fo

r 
w

or
ds

 o
r 

at
te

m
pt

in
g 

to
 re

st
at

e o
r c

la
rif

y 
�{ 

in
cl

ud
e p

ro
nu

nc
ia

tio
n e

rr
or

s 
bu

t g
en

er
al

ly
 s

til
l b

e 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

ab
le 

�{ 
in

cl
ud

e f
ew

 b
rie

f p
au

se
s 

�{ 
in

cl
ud

e 
fe

w
 p

ro
nu

nc
ia

tio
n 

er
ro

rs
; t

he
se

 e
rr

or
s 

ra
re

ly
 

in
te

rf
er

e 
w

ith
 u

nd
er

st
an

di
ng

 

U
se

 o
f L

1 
�{ 

be
 e

nt
ire

ly
 o

r m
os

tly
 in

 
an

ot
he

r l
an

gu
ag

e 
�{ 

in
cl

ud
e s

om
e w

or
ds

 in
 a

no
th

er
 

la
ng

ua
ge

 

 
 



TELPAS Speaking Scoring Guide  

Grades 9-12 

Spring 2023 

   

 

6  

Grades 9 - 12  Speaking Questions and Scored Responses  
 

Question  26  
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Score  Point  2  

 

Response  1 
 

I like to clean  [. ..]. Um I like to clean because [. ..] itôs just, itôs just better when 

everything is clean. And yeah thatôs why I like to clean.      
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Score Point 3, continued  

9  

 

 

Response  4 
 

The hobby is that I play volleyball. What I like this hobby is because when I was 
younger I would play always with my grandma outside. We [. ..] we play it when 
the sun is going away. I do this hobby with my grandma every other day.     
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Question  35  
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Score Point 4, continued  

19  

 

Response  3 
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Question  8  
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Score  Point  4  

 

Response  1 
 
I think students should be able to use cell phones at school. The first reason I 
think cell phones should be used in school because most of the time students need 
to get their own personal time, socialize  and cell phones are one of the ways to 
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Response  5 
 
As being a student myself I see some students that have their phone out during 
class with or without teacher permission. A question should students be allowed 
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Response  5 
 
Two ways these pic this pictures are similar are they both include a boy and a girl 
and they're both doing something together. Two differences they both have is in 
one theyôre enjoying each other's presence well the in the other one [...]  they are 
together  [. ..] inside while being on their phones or on a tablet not really paying 
attention to each other.   

 
The responseresponse
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Response  5 
 
These two pictures are similar because they are both on a date um with their 
significant other. And [. ..] they are also um you kn7.83 38
BT
0 g
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96.3 709.72 Td
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