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General Information 

This guide provides exemplar student responses for the Texas English Language Proficiency 
Assessment System (TELPAS) online writing assessment for elementary grades. Items 
included in this guide are from the spring 2023 TELPAS reading and writing tests. Each 
question is identified as it appears on the corresponding released test (question is referred 
to as "item" in the rubric). 

 
The responses you see in this guide are student responses to a writing item administered 
online in the spring of 2023. A variety of responses are included to show acceptable and 
non-acceptable responses. The response images are as the students typed them. 

 
The annotation that accompanies each response is written to illustrate how the language of 
the rubric is applied to each response to determine a score. A response earns a point, 
based on the rubric guidelines that were met in that particular response. The proficiency 
level of the student is determined by the accumulated score across a series of multiple 
choice and written responses. The annotation establishes the link between a response and 
the associated score point. An individual response does not necessarily reflect a student’s 

proficiency level but reflects one piece 
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TELPAS  Sentence  Rewrite  Writing  Rubric  

As part of the TELPAS writing assessment, rubrics were developed to determine the points that should be ascribed to a �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V response 
based on the performance on a particular item. The rubrics demonstrate the number of score points that students can achieve based on their 
performance on each writing test item. For Sentence Rewrite items, the rubric below was developed, and scoring will follow these guidelines: 

�y Punctuation and capitalization will not count. 
�y The correction of all errors must be spelled correctly.* 
�y If the student introduces new errors, these will not count against them. 

 

       Score Description 

1 The response is one or more complete sentences and corrects all the errors in the given text. 

0 The response is not a complete sentence or does not correct all the errors in the given text. in



TELPAS Writing  Scoring  Guide 
Elementary  School  

Spring 202 3 5 

 
 
 

 

Elementary  School  Sentence  Rewrite  Question s  

and  Scored Responses  
 

Grade 2  
Question  14  

 

Read the text. The text has one or more errors. 

Wil y til e towel d

w

e
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Score  Point  0  

 

Response  1 
 

 

The writer does not correct the error in the given text and receives no credit because the 
writer misinterprets the task. Instead of rewriting the sentence, the writer attempts to 
�D�Q�V�Z�H�U���W�K�H���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Z�K�\���W�K�H���W�R�Z�H�O���G�L�G���Q�R�W���J�H�W���Z�H�W�����³�W�K�H�U�H�V���Q�R���Z�D�W�K�H�U�´����   
 

 

Response  2 
 

 

The writer does not correct the error in the given text and receives no credit. The writer 
�L�Q�V�H�U�W�V���W�K�H���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Y�H�U�E���³�G�L�G�´���W�R���I�R�O�O�R�Z���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�U�R�J�D�W�L�Y�H�����T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�����Z�R�U�G���³�Z�K�\���´���E�X�W���W�K�H�Q��
�D�O�V�R���N�H�H�S�V���W�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���³�G�L�G���Q�R�W�´���D�Q�G���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���D�O�W�H�U�V it into the negative 
�F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q���³�G�L�G�¶�Q�W���´���&�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\�����W�K�L�V���U�H�Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H�O�\��
�G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H���W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U�¶�V���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���F�R�U�U�H�F�W���W�K�H���H�U�U�R�U���L�Q���W�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H�� 

 
 

Response  3 
 

 

The writer does not correct the error in the given text  and receives no credit. The attempt 
�W�R���I�L�[���W�K�H���V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H���E�\���S�O�D�F�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Y�H�U�E���³�G�L�G�Q�¶�W�´���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�U�R�J�D�W�L�Y�H���Z�R�U�G���³�Z�K�\���´���L�V��
�X�Q�V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���³�G�L�G�L�W�´���L�V���P�L�V�V�S�H�O�O�H�G�����6�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���V�S�H�O�O���W�K�H���F�R�U�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q��
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Score  Point  1  

 

Response  1 
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Score Point 1, continued  
 

 

Response  4 
 

 

The writer corrects the error in the given text by changing the sentence tense from past 
�W�H�Q�V�H�����³�G�L�G�´�����W�R���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���W�H�Q�V�H�����³�L�V�´�����D�Q�G���F�R�U�U�H�F�W�O�\���P�R�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���Y�H�U�E�����³�L�V�´����
�W�R���I�R�O�O�R�Z���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�U�R�J�D�W�L�Y�H���Z�R�U�G�����³�:�K�\�´���� 

 

IWhy is the towel not wet? 
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Grade 3  
Question  13  

 

Read the text ., The tex t has one or more e1rrors . 

One of the nule of schooll is respeot t o the others .. 

In the space provided ,. r,ew1rite the complete text to make the text cor rect ., 
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Score  Point  0  

 

Response  1 
 

 

The writer does not correct all the errors in the given text and receives no credit. The writer 
attempts to correct �W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���H�U�U�R�U���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�X�E�M�H�F�W���³�7�K�D���U�X�O�H���´���V�R���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���V�X�E�M�H�F�W-verb 
agreement , but the correction is misspelled . However, the writer does not try to fix the 
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Score Point 0, continued  
 

 

Response  4 
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Score  Point  1  

 

Response  1 
 

 

The writer corrects all the errors in the given text and receives credit by correctly 
changing the �V�L�Q�J�X�O�D�U���³�U�X�O�H�´���W�R���W�K�H���S�O�X�U�D�O���³�U�X�O�H�V���´���Z�K�L�F�K���I�X�O�O�\���F�R�U�U�H�F�W�V���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���H�U�U�R�U���D�Q�G��
�D�G�M�X�V�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���F�R�U�U�H�F�W���S�U�H�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���³�R�I�´���W�R���³�L�Q���´���Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���D�Q���D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���S�U�R�S�H�U���I�L�[��
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Score Point 1, continued  

 

Response  4 
 

 

�7�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U�¶�V���U�H�Y�L�V�H�G���V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���F�R�U�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���D�O�O���R�I���W�K�H���J�L�Y�H�Q���W�H�[�W�
�V���H�U�U�R�U�V���D�Q�G��
�H�D�U�Q�V���F�U�H�G�L�W�����7�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U���N�H�H�S�V���W�K�H���S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���³�U�X�O�H�´���E�X�W���P�R�Y�H�V���³�V�F�K�R�R�O�´���L�Q���I�U�R�Q�W���R�I���L�W����
�Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���D�F�F�H�S�W�D�E�O�H�����7�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���H�U�U�R�U�����³�U�H�V�S�H�F�W���W�R���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U�V���´���Q�R�Z���K�D�V���W�K�H���S�U�R�S�H�U��
�Z�R�U�G�L�Q�J���³�U�H�V�S�H�F�W���R�W�K�H�U�V���´���7�K�H���P�L�V�V�S�H�O�O�L�Q�J���R�I���U�H�V�S�H�F�W���L�V���D���Q�H�Z���H�U�U�R�U���W�K�D�W���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���U�H�V�X�O�W���L�Q��
a penalty to the score as the writer successfully demonstrates the ability to locate and fix 
the errors in the original sentence.

IOne 
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Grades 4 - 5  
Question  14  

 
 

Read the text., The text. has one or more e1rrors. 

My favorite lkind a dog are poodle. 

In the space provi ded" rewrit0 0 612 792 re
W* n
BT
0.137 0.12.102 0.o7.0.361 0.341 0.337 rg
0.0127 Tc 0.848 0 Td
(po)Tj
0.192 0.ra o18 rg
0.05 Tc 10272 Tc 10.8 0 0 10.8 182.36 650y .0127 Tc 0.8 3433ra4.8 177.95 602.4 Tm
(de)Tj
0.192 0.18 0.208 rg
-0.035 Tc 9.6675 0 .d e
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Score  Point  0  

 

Response  1 
 

 

The writer does not correct all the errors in the sentence. The writer successfully corrects 
�W�K�H���Q�R�X�Q���H�U�U�R�U�V�����³�G�R�J�V�´���D�Q�G���³�S�R�R�G�O�H�V�´�������E�X�W���W�K�H���D�W�W�H�P�S�W���D�W���F�R�U�U�H�F�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�U�H�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���H�U�U�R�U��
���³�N�L�Q�G���D�´���Z�L�W�K���³�N�L�Q�G�D�´�����L�V���X�Q�V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O������ 

 
 

Response  2 
 

 

The writer does not correct all the errors in the given text. The writer converts the subject 
�Q�R�X�Q���³�S�R�R�G�O�H�V�´���W�R���D�J�U�H�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���Y�H�U�E���³�D�U�H�´���D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���W�U�L�H�V���W�R���I�L�[���W�K�H���S�U�H�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���P�L�V�W�D�N�H��
�³�N�L�Q�G���D�´���Z�L�W�K �³�N�L�Q�G���R�If�I���´���+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����³�R�I�´���L�V���P�L�V�V�S�H�O�O�H�G�����V�R���W�K�H���F�R�U�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q���L�V���X�Q�V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O����
Because the misspelling results from an attempt to fix an error in the original sentence, the 
writer does not receive credit.  

 
 

Response  3 
 

 

The writer does not correct any of the errors in the sentence. The writer attempts to correct 
�W�K�H���P�L�V�W�D�N�H���³�N�L�Q�G���D�´���E�\���U�H�S�O�D�F�L�Q�J���L�W���Z�L�W�K���³�W�L�S�V�����W�\�S�H�V�����R�I���G�R�J�¶�V���´���E�X�W���W�K�H���D�W�W�H�P�S�W���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���D��
�P�L�V�V�S�H�O�O�L�Q�J�����$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�����W�K�H���S�R�V�V�H�V�V�L�Y�H�V���³�G�R�J�¶�V�´���D�Q�G���³�S�R�R�O�G�H�¶�V�´���U�H�P�D�L�Q���J�U�D�P�P�D�W�L�F�D�O�O�\��
incorrect after �W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U���L�Q�H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���W�K�H�P���I�U�R�P���³�G�R�J�´���D�Q�G���³�S�R�R�G�O�H���´������ 

 
 

Response  4 
 

 

The writer does not correct one of the two errors in the given text. The writer identifies and 
�F�R�U�U�H�F�W�V���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���H�U�U�R�U���E�\���U�H�S�O�D�F�L�Q�J���³�N�L�Q�G���D�´���Z�L�W�K���³�N�L�Q�G���R�I���´���+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����W�K�H��writer does not fix 
the subject - �Y�H�U�E���D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W���P�L�V�W�D�N�H���L�Q���³�S�R�R�G�O�H�V�´���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D�Q���D�E�V�H�Q�F�H���R�I���D�Q���D�U�W�L�F�O�H��
�E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���V�X�E�M�H�F�W���Q�R�X�Q�����V�X�F�K���D�V���³�D�´���R�U���³�W�K�H�´���� 

FY favorite kinda dogs are poodles 

FY favorite kind offf dogs are poodles. 

ry favorite tip of dog' are poolde' . 

fy favorite kind of dog is poodles 
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Score Point 1 
 

Response 1 
 

 

The writer corrects all the errors in the sentence by correctly changing the preposition 
error “a” to “of” and the subject-verb agreement error “are” to “is the.”  

 
 

Response 2 
 

 

The writer provides appropriate corrections for all the errors in the given text by removing 
“kind of” and replacing “are” with “is a.” The resulting sentence demonstrates the writer’s 

ability to pinpoint and correct the errors in the original sentence. 

 

 

Response 3 
 

 

All the errors from the original sentence have been corrected. The writer changes “poodle” 

to “poodles” and makes it the subject and then replaces “kind a” with “kind of,” 

demonstrating the ability to identify and properly correct the errors in the original 
sentence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMy favorite kind of dog is the poodle. 

lmy favorite dog is a poodle 

!Poodles are my favorite kind of dog. 
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