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 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

CASE STUDIES OF INITIATIVES SUPPORTING NINTH GRADERS’ SUCCESS  

Researchers conducted case studies of Ninth Grade Success Initiative (NGSI) grants to gain a greater 
understanding of issues facing large numbers of at-risk students, many of whom, despite potentially receiving 
services as early as kindergarten, still reach ninth grade unprepared to succeed academically in high school. Case 
studies focused on NGSI projects and the broader high school contexts in which they operated. Studies involved 
11 of 226 districts that received NGSI funding between 1999-2000 and 2002-03. In addition to NGSI funds, 
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