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Executive Summary 

Background 
Over the past decade, Texas has instituted a number of programs and initiatives aimed at 

improving the quality of high school programs and increasing the graduation rate and 



 

 

 

 

 

campus-level data regarding implemented activities were collected at the end of each 



American students at grantee campuses was comparable to the percentage of African 

American high school students in the state, 16% versus 14%, respectively, as were the 

percentages of students in Special Education programs (13% and 12%, respectively). 

The THSCS grant targeted students who were at risk of academic failure.  This was 

defined within the THSCS grant guidelines as students who were deficient in credits and 

in danger of not graduating within four years after entering Grade 9 or students in Grade 

11 who had not passed the exit-level TAKS; LEP students; and economically 

disadvantaged students. Based on 2003-2004 PEIMS data, 154,894 students, or 62% of 

the students at the campuses that received the grant, were in at-risk situations. 

To be eligible to receive a THSCS grant, a high school campus must have received a 

rating of “Low-Performing” in 2001-2002 or an overall campus passing rate on the Grade 

10 2003 TAKS test of 50% or lower. Therefore, students at campuses receiving THSCS 

grant funds generally had lower passing rates on the statewide assessment battery than all 

students attending high school campuses across the state. In all subjects (English 

language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies), passing rates for THSCS 

students were lower than statewide passing rates. Differences ranged from 1 percentage 

point (in Grade 11 social studies) to 12 percentage points (in Grade 9 mathematics and 

Grade 10 science). THSCS campuses similarly had somewhat higher dropout rates and 

lower graduation rates than campuses throughout the state. The 2004 four-year dropout 

rate for THSCS campuses was 6% versus 4% statewide. The 2004 four-year graduation 

rate for THSCS campuses was 81% versus 85% statewide. 

THSCS Activities 
Project campuses implemented THSCS activities during the summer terms of 2004 and 

2005, and during the 2004-2005 academic year. Enrollments in each term were 

predominantly at-risk students, although the percentages of at-risk students enrolled in 

summer terms were somewhat higher than during the regular school year. Specifically, 

the program served 13,312 students in Summer 2004; 69,804 in Fall 2004; 67,122 in 

Spring 2005; and 15,521 in Summer 2005.  Within each term, the percentages of students 

classified as at-risk were: 81%; 69%; 75%; and 87%, respectively. 



 

 

To address the needs of their students, grant recipients designed programs around a series 

of allowable strategies and activities.  These fell into seven broad categories: 1) 

Individualized Graduation Plan (IGP)-related activities; 2) credit accrual; 3) instructional 



 

 

 

Student Outcomes 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/opge/progeval/HighSchoolCollege/thscs_c1_evalu

