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Frequently Asked Questions

Exam Launch and Candidate Registration

When does this exam launch? The new Special Education Specialist EC-12 (186) exam is scheduled to launch September
2,2025. The exam framework can be found here.

Who should take the new Special Education Candidates seeking an intern, probationary, and/or standard certification in Special

Specialist EC-12 (186) exam? Education EC-12 should take the new 186 exam. Any candidate enrolling starting

September 2025 will take the Special Education Specialist EC-12 (186) exam.

Exam Transition and Program Requirements

When is the deadline for candidates to take
either the current Special Education EC-12
(161) or the Special Education Supplemen

-12 and/or Special
Education Supplemental certificates will need to meet the following requirements to offer
the new Special Education Specialist EC-12 certificate and approve candidates for the
aligned exam:
» Attend (or view the recording) the Special Education Specialist Framework Overview
and Application Process Webinar and submit the webinar exit ticket, and
» Complete and submit a modified application. There is no application fee for this
application. Please contact your assigned Education Specialist with any questions.
» Arecording of the Framework Overview and Application Process Webinar will be
available no earlier than Spring 2025.
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